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Welcome to APFIS2012 in Sapporo 
 
APFIS2012 is the third IIFC Asia-Pacific regional conference on the research and application 
of fiber reinforced polymers (FRP) in civil and architectural engineering structures to be held 
in Sapporo, Japan from 2 to 4 February 2012. APFIS2012 aims to continue the success of 
the preceding conferences held in Hong Kong, China in 2007, and Seoul, Korea in 2009 with 
expecting participation from the Asia-Pacific region and various parts of the world. 
 
APFIS2012 includes 6 keynote and 66 general papers as well as 11 posters.  The first 
authors of 42 papers are from Asia, while 12 papers each are from Oceania and North 
America and 6 papers from Europe with the biggest contribution, 22 papers from the host 
country, Japan.  Presentations are made either in the technical session or in the poster 
session.  Some of the poster presentations do not have full papers in the proceedings.  
Topics of the papers cover issues covering strengths (material, anchorage and member), 
bond, confinement and durability.  Structural types dealt with in the papers are not only 
concrete but also steel and FRP.  Hybrid structures and materials using FRP are also the 
major interests in the papers. 
 
APFIS2012 will be held at Conference Hall, Hokkaido University. Hokkaido University started 
out in 1876 as Sapporo Agricultural College, the first modern academic institute in Japan. 
Since the Japanese government’s purpose of setting up SAC was to develop Hokkaido, an 
untamed land, using the advanced knowledge of foreign faculty and subsequently SAC 
graduates, civil engineering education in Japan started in earnest at SAC.    
 
Sapporo is the fifth largest city of Japan with a population of more than 1.8 million. It 
developed as the main urban center of Hokkaido, the northern island of Japan and became 
well known internationally when in 1972 it became the first Asian city to host the Winter 
Olympics. Sapporo is also famous for its annual Snow Festival, in which massive ice 
sculptures adorn Odori Park in the city center.   We scheduled this conference to coincide 
with this event so that participants can experience spectacular snow structures. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you at Sapporo! 
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